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This grouping of three rather distinct brick bulldogs with wood 
detail were built as tie factory aid showrooms for Knabe planes, 
whose later buildings stand further south on Butaw Street and are 
occupied today by Maryland Cup Corporation. The pianos are 
still being made under another name in Massachusetts. 

The showroom building stands at the northeast corner of Baltimore 
amd K Witaw Streets. It is two stories high and three bays wide. 
The firt floor shop front has been extensively altered. The 
Baltimore Street side is filled with plate glass and plywood resting 
on a corrugated metal base. Transoms above have been filled with 
plywood, over which a deep wooden cornice projects. 

The corner entrance has an octagonal wooden marquee, with mosaic 
tiles set in the sidewalk below. A chain-like motif runs at the 
edge of the tiled area, and nCummlnsn, the name of some former 
commercial occupant, is spelled in tiles In the center. A wooden 
door with round-arched glass Inset gives entrance. 

Aboeve the cornice, three rectangular windows are filled with 
plywood and set in stucco walls, windows have projecting flat 
wooden goods and wooden sills. At either end, large rectangular 
panels may have-onceheld reliefs. A deeply projecting wooden cornice 
runs at the zezat flat Jeew.f^cHri 

The buildings stretch northward along Eutaw Street. The side of 
the showrooms is treated similarly to the front. Two n windows 
with the same detail are in place on the second floor. To the 
right is an inset panel; to the left a smaller plywood filled 
window with equlvalently scaled hood. 

To the norht a taller two story stuccoed brick building adjoins 
the showroom building. A set of wooden pilasters can be seen run
ning above the first floor plywood ldgall, breaking the transom 
area. At the north end on the fitst floor, a large door opening 
Is detailed with fluted wooden pilasters and flat hood. 

On the second foor level, four windows with wooden hoods and sills 
are filled with plywood. Above them, an inset panel spans tie 
facade above the level of the showroom roof. A wooden cornice 
with terminal minx block at the left is supported on rolled 
modillloris. 

The 1st strucutre to the north is four stories high, twelve bays 
wide and is of brick laid in Flemish bond. Pour shops with a variety 
of first floor fronts fill the lower levels. All have central 
recessed entrances and the xa plateglass, aluminum and wood shake 
fronts and signs rise through the transom level of the southern 
buildings. All windows, whicli decrease in height proportionately 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Although altered, these buildings retain the detail and feeling 
of their original use as a piano factory and sales showrooms. 
They are the last surviving structures used for a purpose which 
once dominated the area around the inter-section of Baltimore and 
Eutaw Streets, and are in good condition. 

DESCRIPTION, cent. 

as the stories rise, are filled with plywood, and all have stone 
silss and lintels. A fire escape runs down the niddle. The wooden 
cornice is supported on rows of dentils and modllllons, and it is 
propable that the roofline, which is an upward sloping shed, has 
been changed. The alley end of the building is laid in common bodd. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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Knobe's Piano Works 
328-330 W. Baltimore Street 
Block 632 Lot 003 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad. 
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